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Nom concerning the Collection for the Saints, as 


I have given Order to the Churches of Galatia, 
even ſo do Je, | Nd ode s 


Upon the firſt Day of the Week, let every One of 
you lay by him in Store, as GOD hath proſper'd 
him, that there be no Gatherings when ] come. 


HE, Apoſtle in ſome other Places, does 
_ + mightily preſs the Corinthians, to Works 
of Charity and Mercy: Here in this Place 
be is giving Directions, touching the right 
Diſcharge,' and Management of this Duty, in ſuch 
a way as to make it eaſy to us, with Help againſt 
the Backwardneſs of our own Hearts, to ſuch kind 
of Works, and againſt that Worldlineſs, which the 

beſt of Men are too prone to. 
THE Words contain an Apoſtolical Order, how 
o manage our „ Mercy and Charity, 10 
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the beſt Advantage to Others, and the moſt 


Comfort to our ſelves, and with the leaſt Reluc- 
. A 
WE have here, 


IJ. THE Grand Rule, or Directory it ſelf; and 
that is, to ſeparate our Monies which we de- 
ſign for Charitable Uſes, from the reſt; and lay 
it by us in Store for ſuch Purpoſes; that we may 
be ready when we are called upon. This He pre- 
ſcribes, as a Means to make it eaſie to us, that 
we may do what we do freely, chearfully, and 


without ReluQtancy- The Expreſſion intimates, 
that laying by to give to the Poor, is TRUE 


HOARPDING:' And that % be. rieh in good 
Works, 1 Tim. 18. „ better than io be rich in 


Money. 


II. THE Time when this is to be done, and 
that is, on the firſt Day of the Week. EA. 

Q. Hr then ? | 

A. BECAUSE that was the Chriſtian Sab- 
bath, it was the Seat of Goſpel-Ordinances, and 
in that Age, ſervare Dominicum, that is, to keep 
the Lord's Day; was the Teſtimony of a Chri- 


ſtian. The Lord CHRIST promis'd to guide His 


Apoſtles, and to be ever with them, but how 
did He fulfil that Promiſe to them, if He left 


them ſo far to themſelves, that they led His 


Church out” of the Way, in ſo great a Point? 


Again, the Lord CHRIS T taught hy His Example, 
ſo did His Apoſtles, Act. 1. 1. We have the 
Example of the Apoſtles for the Chriſtian Sab- 
bath, on the firſt Day of the Week; they b7 
little and little removed Goſpel-Ordinances from 


off the Bottom of the Old Teſtament Sabbath 
upon the New; as Perſons that are removing, 
2 ©. | 8 Cd 


carry 
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carry off their Goods and Effects by Degrees, 
from their Old Habitation to their NW 
Q. BUT' ſuppoſing. that te be the Chriſtian Sab- 
bath, why: is this Separat ion uf our Charity-Money fron 
the reſt, en joyn d us to be lone on that Dy? 

A. 1. THIS was the Day of our Chriſtian 
Liberty by the Reſurrection of CHRIST ti And as 
ſuch glorious” refreſhing News is brought to us 
by every Sabbath, we ſhould: be, (and tis ſup- 
pos'd that we are) melted into Obedience to 
CHRIS T, and into Thankfulneſs to Him, and 
into Love to His People for His Sake. 
2. THE N Perſons have Leiſure from their 


worldly Buſineſs, to receive the Providence 6f 


GOD towards them, in the palt Week; and 
tis ſupposd, that we are on that Day more ſpi- 
ritual in our Frames, Kev. 1. 10. and fo there 
is another Advantage taken againſt the Carnality 
of our own Hearts. ne kunt 


III. THE Enterſtveneſs of this Rule, or who 
muſt: lay by them in Store? Anſwer EV-ER'Y 
ONE. Every One has ſomething, and out of 
that he is to give ſomething to Others: Epheſ, 
4. 28, Let him labour, working with his Hangs, 
that he may have to give to him that wants. Tho? 
poor, he: muſt give ſomething ' to thoſe that are 
poorer. than himſelf : | As the upper Boughs drop 
on the lower, and they upon the Boughs {till 
below them, and the loweſt of all drop on the 
Ground. The Lord CHRIST, when on Earth, liv'd 
(you know) on the Contributions of His Follow- 
ers; and yet Judas, who was His Stewaid, was 
at Times order'd to give ſomething to the Poor. 
John 13. ag. Vou have not great Things ! Well! 
But give Alms of ſuch Things as you have, Luke 


11. 40, 
Ar 2 BUT 
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Q BUT. may the Wife be found in theſe Ade ef 


Charity, without her Husband's Conſent or Knowledge d 
A. THE Laws of Marriage do not make void 
thoſe Laws of GOD which were obligatory upon 
her before Marriage. I Anſwer then, ſhe way 3 
nay, ſhe muſt: For, 1ſt, She is her Husband's 


Partner in the Uſe of all his Goods, in common 


with him, and if for the bodily Life, much more 
for the ſpiritual. 24ly/, Good Works are laid up- 
on the Woman, as well as the Man; 1 Tim. 2. 
10. and this prior, this former Bond, or Obli- 
gation laid upon her from the LORD, her Husband 
cannot annul, or make void: Nay, he loſes his 
Authority, when he lifts it up againſt G O D, 


3dly, Abigail did ſo, and the Scripture ſmiles up- 


on her Practiſe in ſo doing, 1 Sam. 25. 3. The 

ood Houſe-Wife, or Vertuous Woman is prais'd 
r ſo doing, Proy. 31. 20. She ſtretcheth out her 
Hand to the Poor, yea, ſhe reacheth out ber Hands 
to the Needy, farther ſtill! Thoſe good Women 
that follow'd CHRIST, Luke 8. 3. Miniſtred to Him 
.of their Sub tance, which the Lord CHRIST would 
not have accepted, had it been contrary to their 


Duty to their Husbands, and conſequently, con- 


trary to His own Holy Law. 


IV. THE Ouartum they are to give : Or, the | 


Rule we are to guide our ſelyes by; or accord- 
ing to which we are to lay by us in Store; and 
that is, as G O D has -proſper'd him. Some give 
much, as our Lord obſerv'd, when He ſaw tbe 
Rich Men caſt in of their Abundance into the 
reaſury : Some can give very little, as the Poor 
Widow; who brought but two Mites, and praf 
mark, how kindly this was taken} 
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v. TH E Gram: of this Practiſe. It was 5 


Apoſtolical Order, As'1 have given Order to the 


Churches of Galatia, ven 'ſo do ye. Or, conſider 
the Words, as containing a Motive to theſe good 
Works, taken from the Example of the Primitive 
Chriſtians: It is the Glory of a Church to be 
a Pattern to others : But, if we cannot our ſelves 
be Original Patterns and Examples to others, it 
is well, and commendable in us, if we can fol- 
low the good Examples of others. This Injusction 
laid upon the Churches of Galatia, and here upon 
the Church of Corinth, lyes upon us. 


Doct. 7 T i one Principal Part of the toi 


munion of SaiNnTs, to help, and ſuecour 
Fi 1 them that are in Want. ke 


Here 1 would thew, 


1. WHAT Rule we are 10 £0 5. in Helping, oak 
that are in Want ? | 

II. THAT this is one Principal Part of the Com- 
munion of Saints. 

III. I WOULD next obviate, or anſwer ſore: of. the 
Principal Ohjections, that riſe up in the N 
againſt this Doftrine. 

IV. APPLY the whole. 


I. WHAT Rule we are to go 12 in Helping 55 
in n ? 


is WE are to conſi der their Necelity, Afts 4. 38. 
Diſtribution was made to every Man, according as. he 
bad Need. James 2. 16. Such Things 46 are need ſul 


to the Bady. They need that which would keep 
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us from Deſtruction. Mat. 6. 31, 32. Therefore take 


no Thong ht, ſaying, What ſhall we eat, or what ſhall ive 
drinks or mherewit hal ſhall we be cloathed; for your 


Heuvenly Father knoms, that ye have neeu of theſe: Things. 


All lighy Poverty (ſay Divines) is to be ſupply'd' 


out of thy ſuperfluous Expences : Where? tis greater, 


tis to be ſupply'd out of thy Conveniencies: But 
where Poverty is extream, it is to be ſupply'd out 
of thy Neceſſaries. Nay, tho' you ſell of your 
Eſtate you muſt give, at leaſt when you do ſel}, Luke 
12433. Sell that ye have, and give Alm. 
to 
be conſider' d: Acts 11. 29. Then the Diſciples every 


Man according to his Ability determin'd to ſend Relief 


unto the Brethren that dwelt in Judea. In Order tos fix 
my Ability, what it is; I am to conlider my own 
Expences, my Neceſfary” Expences, And to contra, 
or cut off thoſe that the Vanity of Mind makes ſo: 
And then I can make a Judgment how I can hold 
to give, and that is my "AVBility.'-Þ am fo to give, 
as I can hold to give all the Year round, and all 
my Life. Pſalm 112. 5, The Holy Ghoſt connects, 
and joyns theſe two Things together: Sbe wing 
Favour" to others, and guiding Our omn L Affairs with 
Diſcretion. _ BIAS io SORE 

3. YO are to" conſider an Order in your Acts 
of Charity. I. ſuppoſe; you are ſincerely deſirous 
of a plain Directory in a little Room. Vou have 


— * 1 D 


* wy * 
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a general Direction: Deut. 26. 13, 14. Then thou 


ſhalt ſay before the Lora thy GOD, I have brought 
away the Hallon d Things out” of mine Houſe, and al- 
ſo have given them unto the Levite, and unto the 
Stranger, to the Fat herleſs, and to the Widow, acc ord- 
ing to all thy Command ments, which thou haft cum- 
manded me: I have not tranſoreſſed thy Command- 
ments, neither have I forgotten them. I have not eaten 
thereof in my Mourning, neither have I talen wy 
4 | ou0 
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big ht thereof for x unclean Uſe, nor given ought 
thereof for the Dead: But I have hearkened to the 


Voice of the Lord my God, and have done according 
to all that thou baſk commanded me. 


But more particularly, 


1. A MAN is firſt of all to . his own 


Family: His Wife and Children. 1 Tim. 5. 8. if 
| any provide not for his own, and eſpecially for thoſe 


of his own Houſe, he hath deny'd the Faith, and 13 
worſe than an Infidel. „ 

2. IN the ſecond Place, he is to relieve his 
Parents, if he has any, in Want. 1 Tim. 5. 4. But 
if any Widow have Children, or Grand-Children, let 
them learn FIRST to ſhew Piety at Home, and re- 
quite their Parents: For that is good, and acceptable 
before GO D. Where note, that by FIRST in 
this Verſe, we are to underſtand. the Apoſtle, ag 
poſtponing all other Perſons, excluſive of his own 
Family; that is, when he has conſider'd his own 
Family, then FIRST hefore any others in the 
World, he is to ſtudy Gratitude to, and Requi- 
tal of his Parents. | 

3. THEN ſpiritual Relations next. Mat. 12. 
46, -------- 50. Who i my Mother, and who are 
Brethren ? be that doth the Will of m Father Which 
# in Heaven; the pee; i my Brother, and Siſter, 
and Mother. Our Lord prefers His ſpiritual Re- 
lations to, and above His carnal. The Children 
of GOD, and the Suppart of the Goſpel-Mini- 
ſtry come in here: And tho” we are to do good to 
5 _ Gal. 6. 10. yet eſpecially to the Houſhold of 

at h. | | C350 

4 CARNAL Relations are next to be con- 
ider'd in the fourth Place. Tho' ſpiritual Aﬀec- 
dions are to be ſtronger than carnal, yet they 

| B | are 
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are not to ſupercede, or to ſwallow them up. 
For Prov. 17. 17. A Brother is born for Adver- 


q 
7 
ſity. 8 1 | . 

5. THEN Neighbours. Deut. 15. 7, 8. Luke c 
10. 29. Who is my Neighbour ! CHRIST anſwers WM 
in the Verſes following. be 155 Y 

6. THEN Strangers, Mat. 25: 35 { was a 2 
Stranger, and ye took Ms in. Heb. 13. 2. Be not 0 
forget ful to entertain Strangers, for ſome have there- 
by entertain'd Angels, as (Abraham, au Lot did) 8 
unawares. 5355 b 

7. Laflly, THOU art to do Good to thy 
very Enemies» Exod. 23. 4, 5. It thou meet thine p 
Enemy's Ox, or his Aſs going aſtray, thou (halt ſurely ay 
bring it back to him again. If thou ſeeſt the Aſs in 
of him that hateth thee, lying under his Burden, and 
woutd'ſt forbear to help him, thou ſhalt ſurely help ab 
with him. Mat. 5. 44, 45» 46. Love your Enemies, Fo 


do Good to them that hate you. And Rom. 12. 20, Eli 
21. If thine Enemy hunger, feed him: If he thirſt, rec 
give him Water to drink, &c. fal 

Sp; 


II. THIS is one Principal Part of the Communion Jou 
of Saints. 8 


1. THERE is ſuch a Thing as the Communica- MW thi 
tion of our Faith to One another, Philemon 6. with Pr; 
the Grounds and Reaſons on which our Faith and WW jr, 
Hope is built; 1 Per. 3. 15. where it is obſerva- WW 52, 
ble, that altho' we are not oblig'd to offer to eve- ve 
ry One this Account, how GOD has dealt with WJ 0% 
our Souls; yet we are oblig'd to it, when it ſnall nor 

de asked of us, in Order to the Edification of 
Others. 1 = 

2. BUT one Principal Part of the Communion 

of Saints ſtands in this Work of Charity now un- 


der Conſideration. Phil. 4. 14, 15. Te have 01 
55 N 1 Weng 


uſl- 


done 


wel 3 
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well, that ye did communicate with mine Affliction, for 


no Church communicated with me, as concerning Giving 
and Receiving, but ye only. And this, indeed, is 
one of the moſt Noble Efforts, and Fruits of our 
Faith; according to that Saying of our LORD, 


deliver'd down by Tradition, and at laſt recorded 


Acts 20. 35. It is more bleſſed to give, than to re- 
Ce. 0 . 

THEY that receive of thy Bounty will be en- 
courag'd in the Way of GOD, and honour Him 
the more; and thou ſhalt: have Comfort of thy 
ploney ſo beſtow'd. 2 Chron. 17. 5, 6. All Judah 
roug ht to Jehoſaphat Preſents, and he had Riches 
and Honours in abundance, and his Heart was liſt up 
in the Ways of the LORD. | 

AGAIN ! The Giver receives ſomething : Even 
all Bleſſing from the Poor. The Sides of the Poor, 
Job ſaid, bleſſed him, whom he had cloathed with his 
Fleece, They receive your Carnal Things, and you. 
receive their Spiritual, Rom. 15. 27. and they are 
tar better. 1 Cor. 9. 11. 1f we have ſown unto you 
Spiritual Things, is it a great Thing if we ſhall reap 
your Carnal Things? Mind! with what an holy 
Contempt he ſpeaks of Carnal Things, when com- 
par'd with Spiritual. You have their Affections by 
this Means, and then you muſt needs have their 
Prayers. 2 Cor. 9. 14, 15. They glorify GOD, and 
pray for you. 2 Tim. 1. 16, 17, 18. The LORD 
give Mercy to the Houſe of Oneſiphorus, for he oft 
refreſh'd me, and was not aſham'd of my Chains, &c, 
Onefiphorus loſt nothing by his Kindneſs to Paul, 
nor ſhall any Man by his EKindneſs to the Godly. 


Ill. NOW I would obviate, or anſwer ſome of the 
Principal Objections, that riſe up in the Hear 
eg ainſt this Doctrine. | | 8 
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Objection 1. 1 HAVE many Children to provide 
for it cannot be expected I ſhould do much this way. 


I KNOW not, whether I need give an An- 

ſwer to this Objection, or no: For generally ſpeak- 
ing ( tho' it does not hold of all) they are more 
free, and bounteous, that have an Houſe full of 
Children, than they that have but One, or few, 
or none at all: That Man was a Wonder to Solo- 
mon in his Day, and he is ſo in ours, and ſhall be 
fo in every Age; who having neither Child, nor 
Brother, Eccleſ. 4. 8. Tet is there no End of all his 
Labour, neither is his Eye ſatisfy d with Riches, nei- 
ther ſaith he for whom do I labour, and bereave my 
Soul of G However the Objection looks plau- 
fible, and requires an Anſwer ; I ſay then, 

1. THIS is a Spiritual Fund that I am now in- 
viting you to; not on which you ſhall expend, 
and loſe your Money ; but from which you ſhall 
have an abiding Supply. Have you many Chil- 
dren, and little to leave them, you had the more 
need to leave them a Bleſſing; GO D charges Pa- 
rents, Deut. 12. 25. to act becomingly, and o- 


bediently to GOD, That it may go well with the, 
and with thy Children after thee, when thou ſhalt do 
that which is right in the Sight of the Lord. Again, 


Ver. 28. Obſerve, and hear all theſe Words that I com- 


mand thee, that it may go well with thee, and with thy | 


n.ldren aſter thee for ever, when thou do'ſt that which 


is good, and right in the Sight of the Lord thy God. 
Thine own upright Walk before the Lord in the 


Faith and Obedience of the Gaſpel, will more tend 


to make thy Poſterity rich, and happy, than large 


Portions laid up for them in a ſinful Way. 


' BESIDES! How abſurd is this? To neglect 
pay own Duty, that thy Children may be —_ | 


[ac 
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to do that, which thou waſt able to do, but ne- 
ver didſt: But how do you know they will be 
more willing than you are now ? 

2. YOU muſt needs rectify this Miſtake of yours, 
(or you will never do much Good with your E- 
ſtates) all you get is not yours, to lay out on 


your ſelves, . or lay up for your Children: If your 
i Eſtate be incumbred with Debts upon it, you firſt 
i pay off the Mortgage, and Incumbrances; that it 
may deſcend clear to your Children» So here! 


Firſt pay thy Debts, Man! And then you will 
ſee what you have of your own. To pay one Debt, 
does not diſcharge another : You muſt defraud 
none. Prov. 3. 27. Withhold not Gold from them 
to whom it is due; or, as it is in the Margin, 
from the Owners thereof. 

Q. WHAT Debrs ? : 

A. 1. THAT you owe to your own Houſe and 
Family I need not inſiſt on: Many on Pretence 
diſcharging this; deny all that they owe other 
Ways. But I pray, remember, this is not ta 
ſwallow up all the reſt; Tho? it is to be accounts 
ed 'for among the reſt. | | 

2. WHAT you owe to the Houſe of the King, 
The Magiſtrate is to have his Part out of thy E. 
ſtate : For this Cauſe pay we Tribute alſo: For the 
Magiſtrate, and Civil Government muſt be thug 
ſupported. Again! Tribute ro whom Tribue is due, 
Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour. 

3. WHAT you owe to the Honſe of GOD 
for the Maintenance and Support of the Goſpel- 
Miniſtry. Some of you will not, it may be, hear 
thoſe that are not educated for the Miniſtry, and 
ſet apart for their Work, as 1 Tim. 4 15. enjoyns. 
They can only tell us (ſay you) their own Ex- 
perience (NOT S1ON'S ) and we can do that 
as well as they. Now if you delire, that the 
ii I as 
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Miniſters you {it under, ſhould be ſet apart for, 


and attend wholly on their Work; how can 
this be, without your Subjection to CHRIS T's 
Order? 1 Cor. 9. 14. That they that preach the 
Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel, - 

BUT it may be obſerv'd, to the Shame of 
many, that they begin their Thrift at the Houſe 
of GOD. Inſtead of ſparing from their unneceſ- 
fary Expences, for the Sake of GOD*'s Holy 
Worſhip, they detract from It, that they may 
ſpend profuſely on vain Pleaſures. Read 2 Cor. 
12, 13. it is very notable there, that St. Paul 
makes it a Mark of Inferiority in the Church of 
Corinth, to other Churches; in that, when others 
contributed towards his Maintenance, they did 
nothing, they excus'd themſelves from hearing 
* Part in the Support of the Goſpel - Mini- 

ry. | 3 

5 1 WHAT you owe to the Houſe of the Poor, 
of which more afterwards. 


Objection 2. THE Teacher ſhall not direct my Purſe, 
may 1 not do what 1 will with my own? 


A. 1. YET you'll allow the Phyſician to preſcribe 
to you, and ſubmit to be directed by him, if your 
Health be in Danger: The Gentlemen skill'd in 
the Law ſhall with deep Attention be liſtned to, in 
Matters that relate to your Eſtates 3 while the ſame 
Men will allow us no Province but the Pulpit, (for 
out of that, we may not tell them, tho' in their 


own Parlours, of their Drunkenneſs, or Pride, of 


their Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, or perſecuting Rage a- 


gainſt the Children of GOD) and even there the 


varegenerate Part of our Auditory would be ever 


| beſt pleas'd, if we would only make an Harrangue, | 
and flouriſh our Sword in the Air, without ſtriking | 


ppog 
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apo Conſcience, or wounding that with a Senſe 

of Sin. Ti 

BUT the Preacher ſhall not dire& your Purſe, 

no, nor your Conſcience neither, and yet this is 

the Province allotted him of GOD. The Prieſt's 

Lips ſhall preſerve Knowledge, and they fhould ſeek 

the Law at his Mouth; for he is the Meſſenger of 

the Lord of Hoſts, Mal. 2. 7. For, if he was. heark- 

ened unto in directing one, ſo he would alſo con- 
ſequently in directing the other: Yet this I will 
ſay, that Mens Expences run in the ſame Chan- 
nel with their Aﬀections : Their Money goes that 
Way their Hearts go. Then our Submiſſion to 
GOD is true, (and not 'till then) when we 
ſubmit our Eſtates to Him, Pſalm 68. 30. Iſaiah 
60+ 6. ſpeaking of Converts under the Goſpel, 
ſays, when they come to CHRIS T, they bring 
their Gold and Incenſe with them; which they us'd 
to carry another Way, even to their Idols. v. 19. 
Their Silver and their Gold with them, unto the Name 
of the Lord thy 60 P). he 

2. BUT may you not do what you will with 
your own ? Yes! You may, if you know what 
is ſo: If you have any Thing of your own, that 
GOD has no Propriety to, or Intereſt in; but 
GOD ſpeaks to thee, as the King of Syria did 
to Aba, ALL THAT TINTO 
IS MINE. And the Church acknowledges as 
much, 1 Chron. 29. 12. Both Riches and Honour come 
of thee, and in thy Hand it is to make great. Ver. 14. 
Of thine own have we given thee. Ver. 16. O Lord our = 
GOD, all this Store that we have prepar'd to build thee 
an Houſe for thy Holy Name, cometh of thine Hand, 
and is all thine own. 

MAY I not do what I will with my own? I an- 
ſwer. That Saying came from Hell. More plainly 
then. You may not do what you will with that, you 
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* 


16 A Guide to CHARITY. 
call your own, becauſe it is not ſo, let every Man 
firſt have what is due to him out of thy Eſtate, thy 
own Children, G O D's Children, the Children of 
the World, then enjoy the reſt, and the Lord gtve 
His Blefling with it. 9 


IN perſwading Men to be found in this fo great 
a Duty, pleaſing to others, profitable to themſelves, 
and honourable to GOD. I enter I confeſs, upon a 
difficultProvince, ſome, that have the Grace of GOD, 
have deſir'd to have this Duty rightly ſtated, that 
they may know how they are herein to walk with 
GOD. Others would be glad of Help againſt the Car- 
nality of their own Hearts; and theſe are the Per- 
ſons to whom I now addreſs my ſelf. Conſider then, 


1. SOME Part and Portion of what thou haſt is 
due to the Poor. Deut. 15. 11. The Poor ſhall never 
ceaſe out of the Land . Therefore I command thee, ſay- 
ing, thou ſhalt open thy Hand wide unto thy Brother, to 
thy Poor, and to thy Needy in thy Land. Called thy 
Poor, becauſe they are under thy Eye, and GOD 
has given thee the Charge of them: The Poor, ſays 
our Lord, John 13. you have always with you, and ſhall 
have, as a Tryal of our Faith, and Love, and Reſpect 
to Himſelf, to whom if we would do Honour, it muſt 


be by Anointing His Feet; for Himſelf who dwells 


on High, we can no other Ways reach. GOD will | 


have the World a teeble Thing, on Purpoſe, that 
Men may lean on His Arm, and acknowledge their 


8 on His Care. Now as a Portion of what 
thou haſt is due to the Poor; ſo thou art guilty of 


Injuſtice, if thou ſtoppeſt any Man of his Due, Prov. 
3. 27. Think then with thy ſelf, I owe this to the 


Houſe of GOD, 1 owe ſo mich to the Houſe of- the | 


King, and ſo much to the Houſe of the Poor; then 
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the reſt I account my own, yet I may lay out on 
my ſelf, or lay up for my Children. 

AGAIN ! Thou art but a Steward of the manifold 
Gifts of GOD, who has reſerv'd to Himſelf, a Liber- 
ty to draw a Bill upon thee, when He pleaſes: He 
allows thee to enjoy very large Poſſeſſions indeed, but 
He has not diſſeiz'd Himſelf of, or given away His 
Right in them ; but only transfer'd it to the Poor, 
whom He has deputed to receive for Him, ſuch, and 
ſuch Rents of His: And whenever thou art called 
upon in this Way, ſay within thy ſelf; GOD has 
given this poor Man a Bill upon me to Day, and 1 
will readily pay it. | | 8 
2. GOD Himſelf becomes thy Pay-Maſter, and has 
given thee His Bond to repay thee, when thou moſt 
ſhalt need ( but in this He will be the ſole judge) 
His Promiſes in' His written Word, are His Bonds, 
ſuch as Prov. 1 1. 5. The liberal Soul ſhall be made fat: 
And He that watereth, ſhall be water'd alſo himſelf. 
Chap. 19. 17. He that hath Pity on the Poor, lendeth un- 
to the Lord; and that which He hath given, wiil He 
pay him again. He is graciouſly pleaſed you ſee, 
to ſubſtitute Himſelf Debtor in the Room of the Poor. 
This is Sowing, 2 Cor. 9. The Husband-Man believes 
GO D's Providence, and ventures his Seed in the 
Ground, tho' Varieties of Weather paſs over it ; but 
he firſt ſows, before he can expect to reap. | 

THUS we bring our ſelves under temporal Pro- 
miſes. See a Troop, or Cluſter of them in one Text, 
Pſal. 41. I, 2, 3. Bleſſed is he that conſidereth the Poor, 
the Lord will deliver him in Time of Trouble, the Lord will 
preſerve him, and keep him alive, and he ſhall be bleſſed 
upon the Earth; and thou wilt not deliver him into the 
Will of his Enemies. The Lord will ſtrengthen him upon the 
Bed of languiſhing : Thou wilt make' all his Bed in his Sicke 
7/5. What a glorious Conſtellation is here! He will 
deliver ſych in a Time of CN" and ſuch Times 

be” Will 
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will overtake every Man of us ſooner or later: He will 


not deliver him into the Will of his Enemies. And thoſe 
Perſons who have been ſhut up, for a Time, in the 


Hands of wicked Men (who have no Bowels, The ten- 


der Mercies of the wicked are cruel. Not one Drop of 
Compaſſion to a good Man, with whom, if offended, 
they will accept of no Atonement) theſe, ſurely theſe 
are they, that know how to value this golden Promiſe. 
Farther, in Health GOD will feed him, in Sickneſs He 
will make his Bed, and he muſt needs lye ſoft, and 
eaſie, whoſe Conſcience is perfum'd with a Senſe of 
GOD's Love, Iſa. 58. 10, 11, 12. The Lord ſhall guide 


ſuch continually, and ſatisſy their Soul in Drought, and 


make fat thy Bones, and thou ſhalt be like a water d Gar- 
den; and full of the Graces and Conſolations of GOD, 


as 4 ſorrowful Spirit dries up the Bones, ſo a chearful Spi- 


Fhis Man ſhall be ſucceſsful in his worldly Buſineſs, 
Deut. 15. 10. Thou ſhalt ſurely give him, and thine Heart 
ſhall not be grieved when thou giveſt unto him: Becauſe, 
that for this Thing, the Lord thy G O D ſhall bleſs thee in 
all thy Works, and in all that thou putteſt thine Hand un- 
to. Pſal. 1. 3. Whatſcever he doth ſhall proſper. Prov. 28. 
27. He ſhall not lack. Luke 6. 38. But ſhall have Plen- 
ty, full Meaſure, preſſed, ſhaken together, and yet running 
over; but if GOD ſhall ſee Good, to keep this Man 
Tow in his own Perſon, then his Seed ſhall have Ad- 
vantage from his bounteous Acts, Pſal. 37. 26. He is 
ever merciful, and lendeth, and his Seed is bleſſed. 

Q. BUT how far are we to bind upon temporal Pro- 
miſes under the Goſpel ? 


rit is ſaid, by Way of coll i to make the Bones fat. 


A. I. THE New Teſtament eſtabliſhes the Old, | 


and the Promiſes of it. 1 Tim. 4. 8. Godlineſs-is profi- 
table to all things, having Promiſe of the Life that nom 
15, and of that which is to come. | 
2. BUT ſeeing theſe are to be underſtood with 
Exception of the Croſs, I add, if theſe are pot fe 
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fll'd to us, yet all we have ſhall be ſanctify'd. Luke 
11. 41. 

3. CONSIDER, Thou ſhalt make thy ſelf Friends 
of thy Riches thus employ'd. | 

1. WE, make theſe. Enjoyments themſelves: our 
Friends, Luke 16. 9. being thus us'd, they come in 
as Friends, and give Evidence for us. Evidences of 
our Faith, that we muſt needs believe Spiritual Pro- 
miſes, for we believe Temporal, which are, indeed, 
more difficult to believe, in regard they are not ſo 
peremptory, and abſolute as Spiritual: And in re- 
gard they are daily, and more viſibly contradicted 
by Providence. Evidences of our Love, 2 Cor. 8. laſt. 
Wherefore ſhew ye to them, and before the Churches the 
Proof of your Love. Evidences of our Obedience, 
2 Cor. 9. 13. By the Experiment of this Miniſtration, 
they glorify GOD for your profeſſed Subjection unto the 


| Goſpel of CHRIST, and for your liberal Diſtribution uns 
| to them, and unto all Men. | 


2. BY thy good Uſe of Outward Things, thou ſhalt 
make many Perſons thy Friends: Such a poor Man 
to whom thou haſt been kind, is ever ready to di- 
rect, and counſel thee, whole Society and Commu- 
nion helps thee in Grace, and Spiritual Peace, and 
Aſſurance of the Love of GOD, and makes thy 
Life much ſweeter to thee, than elſe it would bez 
And how canſt thou uſe what thou haſt in the World 
better, than in helping thy Soul to Heaven, which 
was the very Deſign of GOD in giving to thee what 
ne has given. | 


USE of DIRECTION, 


| CLOSE all with a Word of ADYICE,: to make 
this Work both Eaſy, and Delightful to us. | 

1. GIVE! Tho' at firſt it goes againſt the Grain; 
and thy Carnal = wt back. Exerciſe of 


Gracg 
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— af ſtrengthens it, and facilitates the Exerciſe | 
OT It. | : ; 
GIVE ? It may be, tis all thou canſt do, to help 
the Church of GOD thro? this World: Others can 1 
help them by their Spiritual Gifts, thou canſt help 4 
them no other way than by thy Purſe. { 
GIVE freely, and account it your Honour to run 0 
along with your Fellow-Chriſtians in ſuch Works; if 0 
they would excuſe you, yet you ſhould refuſe to be 
excus'd. See 2Cor.8.4. they ehtreat Paul to receive 
their Charity, and to diſtribute it. Praying us with 
much Entreaty, that we would receive the Gift, and take 
upon us the Fellowſhip of the Miniſtring to the Saints. 

GIVE chearfully ! Deut. 1 f. 10. Thy Heart ſhall not 
be grieved when thou giveſt to him; becauſe for this Thing 
the LORD thy GOD ſhall bleſs thee in all thy Works, 
and in all that thou putteſt thine Hand unto. 2 Cor. 
9. 7. Not grudgingly, or of Neceſſity, for GOD loves 4 
chearful Giver. : | on 

2. GIVE now in thy Life-Time; whilſt thou 
mayſt be refreſh'd, by beholding the Fruits of thy 
Bounty, by Encouraging the Saints in their Walking 
with GOD. Neglect not thy preſent Seaſons, Prov, 
3. 28. Say not unto thy Neighbour, go, and come ag ain 
1 Morrow, and I will give, when thou haſt it by 
thee. | | Well Fen. 

GIVE at leaſt at your Death; if thy Circumſtan- 
ces in the World are ſuch, that thou canſt do it no W MI 
ſooner, But know this; nothing, but meer Neceſ- 4. 
ſity will excuſe thy Delay ſo long; and that the Debt W ot 
being real, is not diſcharg'd by a long Non-Payment- WW fie 


Objection, BUT have not Ability to give in al wh 
theſe Ways, you have mention d. 1 
Anſwer. Then ſingle out ſome ſpecial Objects o off 
your Charity, either more ſuited to the Frame 0 Wa 
thy Spirit; or according to the Exigencies of —_ 
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. Times; or to ſuch as are more diſregar d ed, as 
neglected by others. = 
P HOW many Orphans may you know of, that are 


N left low, and comfortleſs. 1 Tim. 5. 10. The 
p Bringing up of Children, or Helping Others in doin 
ſo, is reckon'd up, by the Apoſtle among tho 
in Good Works, that are recommended to the PraQiſe 
if of Chriſtians, as being acceptable to GOD. 
80 many. Miniſters of CHRIST as you know in 
low Circumſtances, ſo many Objects there are that 
invite, and call forth your Charity : Such eſpecially 
as GOD has own'd to thy own Soul. Let thoſe - 
that have been inſtrumental to help thee to Heaven, 
and. to comfort thee by the Way, have their Lives 
render'd more comfortable whilſt on Earth, by thy 
Smiles, and Bounty. Converted Tyre, Iſa. 23. Ia. 
turns her Bounty into another Channel, than for- 
merly : No longer on Fine Houſes, and Rich Fur- 
niture, no longer on Coſtly Dainties, or Vain Dreſſes, 
no longer is ſhe, as of old, making ' Proviſion for the 
Heſh, or to fulfs! this Lust, or that; but as you ſee 
there, Her Merc handixe and her Hire ſhall be Holj- 
neſs to the LORD: it ſhall not be treaſur d, nor laid 
up. For her Merchandize ſhall be for them that dwell 
before the LORD, to eat ſufficiently, and for durable 
Cloat hing. WON Diet | WES 
LET me recommend to thy Charitable Notice, 
Miniſters Widows, that are left in Straits: 2 King 
4. 17. Elifba works a Miracle for the Relief 
of a Prophet's Widow; which Miracle on her Behalf, 
news how.acceptzble the Thing was to GOD. "Tis 
a Reproach to thoſe Congregations that are wealthy; 
who upon the Death of their Miniſters, who' were 
in their Day faithful to GOD, and their Souls; caſt 


Off their Widows, and utterly negle& them. If this 
ne off was a Thing to be complain'd of, as you ſee it was, 


Ads 6, 1, that the Widows of ſuch, and ſuch Godly 
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Perſons were neglected, in the daily Miniſtration, 
how much worſe, and more blameable a Neglect is 
this? when tis the Widow of a Godly Miniſter, nay, 
of thy own Miniſter, under whoſe Miniſtry the Or- 
dinances of GOD drop'd down Fatneſs on thy Soul. 
Was not the whole World in Debt to Luther? Yet 
when after his Death, his Widow, by a Fall, had a 
broken Bone, fhe had not wherewith to pay the 
Bone-ſetter. O Ungrateful Germany! O Ungrateful 
World! | | | 

Queſt. BUT where ſhall I depofite it, the World 5s 
unfaithful ? | = 

Anſw, PUT it into the Church-Stock, for the Uſe 
of the Poor; to be improv'd for them, and to be 
diſpos'd of according to the Diſcretion, and Wiſdom 
of the Church to which you belong ; as is the Way 
and Manner of ſome of the beſt Churches, at this 
Day, in the World. | 

3. I MUST re-aſſume the Words of my Text, 
that you may be the more ready to' this Kind of 
Good Works, Separate your Charity- Money from the 
ret, and lay it by you in Store. 
Queſt. How will this help the Matter ? 2 
A. AS it will help againſt Worldlineſs, and cut 
off carnal Excuſes ; when thou haſt ſet apart, and 
conſecrated ſuch a Part and Portion to GOD, thou 
doſt not look upon it any longer as thy own: It 
is Corban : It is devoted to GOD: Which if it be 


It may return into thine own Purſe no more. Deut, 
26. 13, 14. Ihen thou ſhalt ſay before the Lord thy 
GOD, Thou ſhalt be able to make this Appeal to 
Him, 4 have brought away the Hallom d Things out of 
mine Houſe, and alſo have given them to the Leyite, 
Stranger, Fatherleſs, and Widow. Ver. 14. Neither have 
4 taken away ought thereof for any unclean Uſe, that 18, 
I hays not ys'd it as my on, after J had given 19 


not given this Way, muſt be given ſome other Way; 


it | 
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to GOD, we are to be, ready to diſtribute, willing to 
communicate, 1 Tim. 6. 18. Now, when it thus lyes 
by us, in a Readineſs, tis a Matter of Bounty, 2 Cor. 
9. 5. not of Covetuuſneſs. | | 

IF Men would take this Method, and lay by them 
ſomething, tho' very little every Week, it would a- 
mount to ſomething conſiderable in the Year: So 
that there would be few, very few Congregations, 
but would be able to maintain the Goſpel among 
them at their own Charge, without Dependance on 
other Churches, and ſending up a Cry every Year, 
O LONDON HELP Us. 

4. AS to the Quantum of what you are thus to 
lay by, I cannot, but you can eaſily determine it 
for your ſelves. It muſt be according as GO D bas. 
proſper d every Man. Or it will not be accepted of 
GOD, becauſe not according to His Direction here, 
nor be any Evidence to thy ſelf of thy Sincerity be- 
fore Him: For tis not every Obedience, but ſelf- 
denying Obedience, that is the Evidence and Proof 
of a fincere Faith. But *tis utterly impoſſible, for 
thoſe that ſpend more upon vain Pleaſures, than 
charitable Uſes, to make out their Faith in CHRIST, 
or Love to His People, or their Sincerity in their 
Profeſſion. Give thus, and you will give bountifully 
(as an Araunah, who was ſuppos'd formerly to have 
been a King among the Jeb»ſires, gave like a King) 
give thus, and then you will give in an Equality, 
with other godly Chriſtians. 2 Cor. 8. 13, 14. Some 
will not be eaſed, whilſt others are burden d. Which, 
Profeſſors, had they not diveſted themſelves of all 
Modeſty, would not be ſo oft guilty of. 

Q.: BUT if you cannot determine for us, you can 
direct us. 5 NT 

A. FACOB vows a Tenth Part of his Eſtate to 
GOD, and Divines ( ſo far as I have read) are ge- 
nerally agreed, that leſs than that is ſcarce ſufficient 
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to prove our Sincerity. GOD expects we fhould- give 
in Proportion to what we receive of Him: One Man 
worth a Thouſand, or Fifteen Hundred Pounds, does leſs, 
or no more in promoting the Golpel, than he who 
is worth but Two Hundred. No Wonder, that E- 
ſtates ſo often change their Owners, GOD" is dif- 
pleas d, and takes them away from thoſe that uſe 
them no better. Did ſuch never read, then let 
them read now, that Scripture, Deut. 16. 17. Every 
Man ſhall give as he is able, according to the Bleſſing 
of the LORD thy GOD, which He hath given thee. 


Objection. THUS we ſhould ſoon be all Poor. © 
1. WITHHOLDING makes more Poor than 
Giving. Prov. 1T. 24. There is withholding more t hun 

ws meet, but it tendeth to Poverty. Tho” it does not 
bring it upon the Man preſently, yet tis a ſecret 
Moth, and has an inviſible Tendency that Way. 

2. DEALING with a bountiful Hand neyer 
broke a Tradeſ-man yet. 2 Cor. 9. 6, 7. Again, Ia. 
32. 8. The liberal Soul deviſeth liberal Things : How, | 
which Way (ſays he) in himſelf, ſhall I moſt; ho- 
nour GOD ? And encourage His. Children? And 
does this Courſe impoveriſh' the Man? No! BY MW 
LIBERAL THINGS SHALL HE. STAND. 
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